FAITH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF GREATER CINCINNAT

November 5, 2012, 10 AM

URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER CINCINNATI

AGENDA

OPENING PRAYER AND INTRODUCTIONS
NEED OF SECRETARY FOR TODAY’S MEETING
FINANCES – 

Dues reminder
Mutual Membership between FCA and Mental Health Alliance - Melanie Recchia, Director of Training at Child Focus and Chair of the Interfaith Mental Health Initiative for The Partnership for Mental Health, Inc.
OLD BUSINESS

Reminder new FCA email address is fcacincinnati@aol.com and website if www.FaithCommunityAlliance.org

Status of Letter Support for Madisonville Parkway
Letter of Support for HOME
Status of FCA Face Book page 

Acceptance of 2011 Annual Report
NEW BUSINESS

PRESENTATIONS:
Breakthrough Cincinnati - Blair Lanier, the Executive Director of
Magic Johnson Bridgescape Academies 
Partnership for Interfaith Mental Health Inc. – Melanie Recchia, Director of Training at Child Focus and Chair of the Interfaith Mental Health

SAAF Ministries  -  Mrs. Jimmie Walker
FCA WEBSITE – Marilyn Wall of Sierra Club
Social Outreach - Byron N Hutchins
ADVOCACY

Community

Environment – a) Metropolitan Sewer District - Marilyn Wall MSD

Anti-Violence

Cease Fire Cincinnati – Reverend Ennis Tait 

Status of Hate Crimes against the Homeless – Josh Spring
Education

a) Prepare the Future –   Charles Wallner

b) Board Reports 

1-CPS – Eve Bolton

c) CFT – Julia Sellers

Health 

Status of Federal Health Care Law – Donald Washington

UPDATE IN HIV SERVICES FOR GREATER CINCINNATI – Charles Wallner
Labor – Doug Sizemore, Brentley Davis
Status of outsourcing Cincinnati Bell Services
Housing & Homelessness

Status of Homelessness – Josh Spring
Working with Ex-Felons and Families – Philip Nunes, Volunteers of America, Aaron Greenlea, St. Elizabeth Baptist Church

Voter Registration – Karen Bell

FAITH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE OF GREATER CINCINNATI
OCTOBER 1, 2012

URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER CINICNNATI

MINUTES
Attending:  Attending:  Karen Bell – MAPS,  Erica King Betts – Cincinnati Human Resources Commission,  Steve Black -Candidate for Municipal Judge, Eve Bolton – President of the Cincinnati Board of Education, Scarlett Bouder, Advocacy and Communication Solutions, Julie Brook – Black for Judge, Eve Bolton – President Cincinnati Board of Education, Elizabeth Brown – Housing Opportunities Made Equal, Jessica Brown – Cincinnati Enquirer, Tom Conlan Jr., Jorge Dalence – Ohio Justice and Peace Center, Steve DeMar – SW Ohio Episcopal Diocese, Tamaya Dennard – Councilman P.G. Sittenfield’s Office, Denise Driehaus – Ohio House of Representatives, Daniel Edwards – Church of our Saviour, Kathy Finley – Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Margaret Fox - Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati,  Reverend Aaron Greenlea – St. Elizabeth’s Outreach Program, Reverend Robert Lee Harris – Chairman Cincinnati Human Relations Commission, Bryon Hutchins – Rockdale Baptist Church, Cheryl Hutchins – Rockdale Baptist Church, Greg Landsman – STRIVETOGETHER, Ben Lindy – Teach for America,  Mary Carol Melton – Cincinnati Union Bethel, ,  Cheryl Meadows, Phillip O’Neal – Rockdale Baptist Church, Reverend Rousseau O’Neal – Rockdale Baptist Church, James Powell – Strategic Medical Associates, Melanie Recchia – Interfaith Mental Health Inc., Cassandra Robinson - CPPC/Cease Fire Cincinnati, Julie Sellers – President of the Cincinnati Federation of Teachers, Don Sherman, A. Candie Simmons – GCUL, P.G. Sittenfeld – Cincinnati City Council, Doug Sizemore-AFL/CIO, Pastor Ennis Tait – Church of the Living God, Charles Wallner – PBE Services LLC.
Opening Prayer by Pastor Ennis Tait.

Agenda - No changes.

Minutes of September 12 – acceptable as presented, did not include report on voting by Karen Bell. The information on the CPS is presented in the Education section of the Minutes.  Motion to approve by Gregory Landsman; seconded by Pastor Tait; motion carried.

Introductions

Finance: -
a) Asst. Treasurer, Tom Conlan reported that the executive committee has authorized 3 signers for checks – 1 signature required for checks up to $200 and 2 signatures for checks over $200.  He also reported about the discussion to form a membership task force to work on membership solicitation and other materials.  
b)Mutual membership request between FCA and Partnership for Interfaith Mental Health Inc. – Melanie Recchia, Director of Training at Child Focus and Chair of the Interfaith Mental Health Initiative for the Partnership for Mental Health, Inc. gave an overview of the Partnership organization and distributed information - (www.partnershipformentalhealth.org). She also reviewed the Partnership’s Interfaith Mental Health Initiative.  The Partnership will be sending a check for membership to FCA.  There was a discussion about the FCA becoming a member of the Partnership.  The question was asked about the Partnership’s expectation of FCA as a member of their organization.  Ms Recchia said that it would basically be an information sharing relationship.  She was asked to come back next month and give a detailed presentation on the Partnership for Mental Health.  Motioned by Pastor Tait, seconded by Mr. Landsman, that FCA is to become a member of the Partnership for Mental Health, Inc. by paying the $50 membership fee.  Motion passed.
c) Mr. Conlan reported that FCA received a donation of $1000 from the Hispanic Festival given to FCA by the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  The funds will be deposited in the general account and used as designated by the Hispanic Coalition in whose name FCA is accepting the contribution. 

Old Business-
· FCA web page – working on process for member organization announcements.

· Facebook- means of communicating to FCA members, like phone tree.  The “Friend” request will be sent.
· FCA Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2011– motion to approved made by Julia Sellers; seconded by Gregory Landsman; motion carried.
New Business - none 
PRESENTATIONS
Future Funding Status of Ohio Public Education – presented by Scarlett Bouder, Vice President of Advocacy & Communication Solutions, LLC of Columbus, Ohio.  Advocacy Solutions is the only minority and female owned advocacy and communication company in Ohio.  Ms Bouder presented an outline and reviewed the following information.
· State & Federal Legislative Activity: 2012-2013

· Policy – 

· Lame Duck 2013 after the election produce significant legislation
· Operating budget 2012-2013 will be presented in January
· Mid-year Budget Review

· Political

· Election results will not change the Ohio legislature with partisan bickering, intra party maneuvering continuing.
· Practical

· Few new members are expected to enter the statehouse

· Other issues: collateral sanctions/sentencing reform, early voting, telecommunications

· Operating budget plus school funding may not be met.
· Priorities

· Past – 3rd grade guarantee but some question whether this unfunded mandate, with the lack of certified teachers in this field will allow local districts to meet this mandate
· There is an expectation of an expansion of school vouchers

· Upcoming – A-F ranking system, school funding, shared services, low performing schools, prioritized concepts seen within the “Cleveland plan”, money follow the student concept will certainly come up in the next sesssion
· Federal

· Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)

· Impact of Sequestration

There was an extended discussion on the information shared.

New Advances and Status of StriveTogether – presented by Gregory Landsman, Executive Director.  Mr. Landsman distributed a handout and shared the following information.

New campaign is called “Read On!”  What is arguably the most important indicator of high school graduation? - Third grade reading success.  And third grade reading success is strongly connected with income, school attendance, and access to quality summer learning experience.  There were 33 schools that participated in 5th Quarter this year.
There are three key strategies:

1. Kindergarten Readiness

2. School attendance

3. Summer Learning

Mr. Landsman made a request for tutors and distributed the application with instructions on how to be a tutor.  He also reminded us to vote “yes” on Issue 2.
Consolidated Plan Budget – presented by Elizabeth Brown, Affordable Housing Advocate, Executive Director.  Ms Brown reported that the City of Cincinnati is in the process of allocating the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.  The Community Development Advisory Board has been meeting to set the priorities for what will be less money next year.  The City is considering borrowing $7 million to be used to relocate homeless shelters, mainly The Drop In Center.  The loan would be paid back with interest over a 20 year period at about $500,000 per year.  This payment would come from each subsequent year’s CDBG funds.  This would mean that other CDBG projects would not have this money available including the other homeless shelters and any of their projects that would need funding.  The public comment period ends on October 20.
Ms Brown asked that the FCA send a letter to the Budget Director stating that we do not support the borrowing of the $7 million dollars to move the homeless shelter.  Charles Wallner asked Ms Brown to send him an email.  Some of the comments were as follows,

· Ms Dennard suggested that each one contact the Budget Director – Ms Leah Erikson at 352-3232.  Also that each one contact members of City Council now.

· Ms Fox stated that no homeless shelter has specific asked for dollars to move – be mindful.

· Ms Meadows said that there are broader needs for CBDG funds; not just for housing.

ADVOCACY
Education:
Prepare for the Future – Charles Wallner reported that there will be a conference in Columbus with Diane Ravitch, a leading national expert and outspoken opponent on the privatization of public schools, on October 16.  The cost is $20.  Announcements will be sent to the FCA membership.  The next meeting of Prepare the Future will be another meeting in November, no date as of yet.

Cincinnati Public Schools – Julie Sellers reported the following.

· The number of homeless students attending public schools has increased.

· SCS dollars were used for 37 reading specialists to work with students. This will cover 2,000 children; there are 10,000 students that are in need of assistance with reading.

· The high mobility rate – moving from school to school, attendance and homelessness is part of the problem with youth not getting all they needed to finish school successfully.

· On Thursday, October 4 from 4:30 pm to 6 pm there will be a rally at Washington Park in support of the CPS school levy.

Cincinnati Public Schools – Eve Bolton

· There is space for the additional 500 students on the waiting list in the Afterschool program but no funding.

· CPS is very concerned about the “Cleveland Plan”.

· Aiken High School opened in the fall as a new tech school focusing on entrepreneur education.

· Requested that FCA schedule one of our regular monthly meeting at Oyler School.

· CPS had a graduation rate in the 80%; but with the new regulations that eliminates the counting of any student who do not graduate in 4 years, the rate will drop to the 60% level.  Those that take longer than 4 years include students with disabilities and other problems.

· Vote “yes” on issue 2!
Community:

Urban League Evening of Faith November 9, Word of Deliverance, Forest Park.  Candie Simmons asks FCA to share information about the event as well as to encourage people who like to sing to join the Urban League’s choir.  The next rehearsal is Saturday, October 6, 2012 at 12 noon at Word of Deliverance.  She passed out a flyer for the event, information about the choir rehearsals and sponsorship and advertising information.
Anti-Violence:

Ceasefire and Project Nehemiah.  Pastor Tait reports on two events. The September 22, Rollin 4 Peace Bike and Car Show – over 100 persons participated in the event; 35 to 40 cars rode through 8 communities that had a homicide this year.  On Friday there was a meeting with 35 youth in which they discussed what is plaguing their lives.

Labor: 

Doug Sizemore reminds the attendees that early voting begins tomorrow and that the last day to register to vote is October 9. He also reported that the Verizon workers got a contract.  Pastor O’Neal asked about the Cincinnati Bell Call Center.  Mr. Sizemore did not have a report.  Pastor O’Neal requested a report at the next meeting.  He has a strong concern with the Cincinnati Call Center operating out of another country.
ANNOUCEMENTS

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s Clergy and Community Fellowship Luncheon will be on Thursday, October 25 at 12 noon at New Hope Missionary Baptist Church – Kathy Finley
P. G.  Sittenfield is holding a press conference Monday on voter registration.
Tickets available today for Mrs. Obama’s appearance at Duke Energy Center on Tuesday.

Closing Prayer – Pastor O’Neal

